Charitable Giving:
Tips for Economic Down Times
By Kristi Mathisen, CPA, J.D.
Economic downturns are difficult for philanthropies and donors alike. In uncertain times, the thoughtful
deployment of your resources is more important than ever.
By following these four simple principles you can continue to have a positive impact on the community
causes you love even while you’re paying more attention to your pocketbook.

Focus your efforts
• Use this as a teachable moment to discuss your values as a family.
• Decide what really matters to you and your family and direct your efforts there.
• Partner with organizations who share your passion to leverage your impact.

Get involved by contributing more than money
• Give of your time and talents. Volunteer a little more time, it all adds up. Include the entire
family in these efforts when possible.
• Ask what you can do to help. With thoughtful consideration an organization may find that
your skills are exactly what they need.
• Support your Executive Director. Needs don’t go away just because giving is down.
Give them a quick call with some words of encouragement.

Be an “Evangelist” and tell your story
• Tell someone why are you passionate about a cause or organization, be specific and focused.
• Encourage others to get involved. Bringing more donors to your cause or organization can
make a big difference.
• Be an advocate for policy changes or increased government funding.

Give your plan a quick check-up
Are you overcommitted or do you have capacity?
• Determine your current level of involvement — write it out on paper.
• Can you give more now than you thought without compromising your goals?
• Consider counter cyclical giving — give now when resources are needed and rebuild your
reserves when others start giving again.
Are your assets adequate to support your current financial commitments?
• Stress test your portfolio. Is it too volatile? Do you need more diversification?
• Do you need more growth or more stability?
• Hold long can you sustain your current financial commitments?
If you need to make adjustments, consider small increments and phase them in over a period of time.
Uncertainty can have a paralyzing effect on giving, but a strong and focused plan that draws on your
intellectual, social and financial capital can help you stay on track with your philanthropic long– and
short–term goals.
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DISCLOSURE
All investments involve a level of risk, and past performance is not a guarantee of future investment results. The value of investments and the
income derived from them can go down as well as up. Future returns are not guaranteed and a loss of principal may occur. All investment
performance can be affected by general economic conditions and the extent and timing of investor participation in both the equity and fixed
income markets. Fees charged by LNWM will reduce the net performance of the investment portfolio.
The information presented herein does not constitute and should not be construed as legal advice or as an offer to buy or sell any
investment product or service. Any opinions or investment planning solutions herein described may not be suitable for all investors nor apply
to all situations. All opinions expressed are those of Laird Norton Wealth Management and are current only as of the date appearing on this
material.
Any accounting, business or tax advice contained in this presentation (or communication, including attachments and enclosures) is not
intended as a thorough, in-depth analysis of specific issues, nor a substitute for a formal opinion, nor is it sufficient to avoid tax-related
penalties.
Some investments may not be publicly traded and they may only allow redemptions at certain times conditioned on various notice provisions
and other factors as more fully described in the related offering and subscription documents provided at the time of the investment. Due
to the nature of these types of investment funds, hedge funds, fund of funds, and similar partnership-like investment vehicles, they should
be considered illiquid. In addition to restrictions on redemption, they often include holdback provisions that may delay a full redemption for
several months or longer. There is no guarantee that the amount of the initial investment can be received upon redemption. Due to the nature
of the tax reporting that may be available from these types of investments, clients should expect to extend the filing of their tax returns.
A benchmark is an unmanaged index, and its performance does not include any advisory fees, transaction costs or other charges that
may be incurred in connection with your investments. Indices are statistical composites and are shown for informational purposes only. It is
not possible to invest directly in an index. Indices are unmanaged and are not subject to management fees. Any benchmark whose return
is shown for comparison purposes may include different holdings, a different number of holdings, and a different degree of investment in
individual securities, industries or economic sectors than the investments and/or investment accounts to which it is compared. Comparisons
of individual account or portfolio performance to an index or benchmark composed of indices are unreliable as indicators of future
performance of an actual account or portfolio. Actual performance presented represents past performance net of investment management
fees unless otherwise noted. Other fees, such as custodial fees or transaction related fees may not be reflected in the actual performance
results shown.
Certain information herein has been obtained from public third party data sources, outside funds and investment managers. Although we
believe this information to be reliable, no representation or warranty, expressed or implied, is made, and no liability is accepted by Laird
Norton Wealth Management or any of its officers, agents or affiliates as to the accuracy, completeness or correctness of the information
herein contained. In addition, due to the nature of an investment or the date of the creation of the attached presentation, some values shown
or used in the calculation of performance may be based on estimates that are subject to change.
The attached materials may contain confidential information that is intended only for the person to whom it is presented. By accepting this
information, you agree to maintain its confidentiality and not to distribute it to any other person without the express permission of Laird
Norton Wealth Management. All data presented is current only as of the date thereon shown. Laird Norton Wealth Management is comprised
of two distinct entities that may offer similar services to clients. Laird Norton Trust Company is a State of Washington chartered trust
company. Its wholly owned subsidiary, Laird Norton Tyee Asset Strategies, LLC, is an Investment Advisor registered with the Securities and
Exchange Commission. Such registration does not imply any level of skill or expertise.
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